The Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. is a private, nonprofit organization with a national
headquarters and three field centers serving 336 Girl Scout Councils chartered by the
National Board of Directors. Membership includes approximately 3,000,000 girls. The
overall aim of GSUSA is to inspire each girl to develop her own sense of values and sense
of worth as an individual.

Information Services: The Girl Scouts organization publishes various literature, including
Girl Scout Leader Magazine. A publications and audio-visuals catalog is available. A spring
1985 program membership training packet, Serving Girls With Disabilities, can be obtained
from the national headquarters.

Institute of Art and Disabilities
233 South 41st Street
Richmond, CA  94804
(415) 620-0290

Handicapping Conditions Served: All disabilities.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, teachers, artists, art therapists, art educators,
counselors.

The Organization; The Institute of Art and Disabilities is a nonprofit organization which
operates a demonstration visual arts program, provides professional training and
consultation, helps establish art centers and art programs for children and adults with
disabilities and conducts research. The Institute is founded on the belief that artistic
expression is a means of promoting community involvement and integration for disabled
individuals, as well as personal expression. The Institute offers creative opportunities in
painting, sculpture and print-making to adults who are physically handicapped, emotionally
disturbed or mentally retarded. Students come to the center from throughout a two-county
area, as an alternative to sheltered workshops and work activity programs. Training is
provided in prevocational and vocational skills related to remunerative employment in the
art field. Counseling and training in independent living skills are also integrated into the
program. Opportunities are provided for observation, practice teaching and research for
professionals and students at the Institute.

The Institute promotes exhibitions of creative art of people with disabilities in art galleries,
museums and public places. The philosophy of the Institute is disseminated nationwide
through publications, conferences, public education and advocacy.

Information Services; The Institute publishes brochures on the programs and services it
offers, as well as a quarterly newsletter. Publications include Art and Disabilities. Disabled
Artists at Work - Photography bv Judv Datcr (Exhibition Catalog), Exhibition - Artists With
Disabilities (Exhibition Catalog).

The Institute consults with individuals and groups in establishing and operating art centers
and art programs for people with disabilities. It also develops programs for children and
adults in schools, sheltered workshops, .convalescent hospitals and state institutions.
Professional training is provided through courses, participatory workshops, and conferences
for artists, teachers, social workers, nurses, museum personnel, parents, etc. To further
public education, the Institute conducts lectures, conferences, radio, television, film and
media presentations.
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